
 

Connect with the City 
 

Facebook Pages: 

 City of Berkley – 

Government & 

Community Services 

 Berkley Public Library 

 Berkley Parks & 

Recreation 

 Berkley CruiseFest 

 Behind the Badge 
 

Twitter : @cityofberkley 
 

Berkley Online 

 www.berkleymich.org 

 www.berkleymich.org/cal

endar.shtm 

 
Upcoming City Council 

Meetings 
 

 June 5 

 June 19 

 

Upcoming Planning 

Commission Meetings 
 

 June 27 

 

Upcoming Zoning Board of 

Appeals (ZBA) Meetings 
 

 June 13 

 

City Council Meetings begin at 7 

PM. Planning Commission 

meetings and ZBA Meetings 

begin at 7:30 PM. City Council, 

Planning Commission and ZBA 

meetings are held at the Berkley 

City Hall. 
 

You can watch the meetings live 

on the city's website or on 

cable. (WOW-ch.10, Xfinity-

ch.17).  
 

A recorded version of the 

Council and Planning meetings 

are available on the City's 

YouTube channel 3-4 days after 

the meeting. 
 

*ZBA meetings are not 

televised or recorded* 

Message From the Mayor 

June has arrived in Berkley 

ahead of its traditional 

weather. I’m sure that our 

traditional late spring warmth 

will soon catch up. Meanwhile, 

June marks the end of the 

school year, the beginning of 

summer vacations and a wave 

of graduation celebrations. We 

congratulate all the graduates in our city and 

wish them well as they contemplate the next 
phase of their lives. 

At its last meeting, City Council approved the 

2017-18 budget. This $26.5 million budget 

reflects the values and vision of the residents 

of our city and secures the services we all 

value. The unavoidable water and sewer fee 

increases are essentially pass-through costs, 

from the Great Lakes Water Authority, that 

affects every community in our region. In 

spite of the increase, Berkley’s rates continue 

to be lower in contrast with our neighboring 
communities. 

Council also honored Chief Rick Eshman for 

his almost 50 years in law enforcement at 

every level. The Chief began his career in 

Detroit rising to the rank of Commander and 

now ends that distinguished career after 15 

years as our Public Safety Director. For eight 

months he also served as our city manager 

while a permanent manager was being 

selected. Chief Eshman is a good and decent 

man who respected his employees and 

expected them to respect each other and the 

citizens they were sworn to protect. Under 

his leadership Berkley became the 5th safest 

city in Michigan. It was a special honor to 

hear Wayne County Sheriff Benny Napoleon 

pay tribute to our Chief. A grateful city 

extends its thanks to Rick Eshman and 

wishes him a well-deserved retirement. 

With the Chief’s retirement, two sergeants 

were promoted to the rank of Lieutenant: 

Corey Miller and Andrew Hadfield. We 

congratulate both officers and wish them 

success in their new roles. They will help lead 

Library 

Summer has 

arrived and 

the Berkley Public Library 

is ready to keep you 

engaged! Thanks to the 

support of the Friends of 

the Berkley Public Library 

and Vibe Credit Union, the 

library is offering Summer 

Reading programs for 

children, teens and adults. 

Registration for our 

Summer Reading 

programs begins on 

Monday, June 19. Please 

call 248-658-3440 or stop 

by the library to register 

and for additional 

information. 

Summer Reading Ice 

Cream Social 

Monday, June 19 from 6 - 

8PM 

The Friends 

of the 

Berkley 

Public Library 

will be 

kicking off the Summer 

Reading programs with 

delicious Clark’s Ice Cream 

and popcorn from Royal 

Popcorn Supply. $1 
suggested donation. 

Art & About in 

Downtown Berkley 

Friday, June 9 from 6-9PM 

Every second 

Friday, from 

June through 

October, the 

DDA’s new Art & 

About event will 

turn #DowntownBerkley 

into a district-wide gallery 

and performance space. 

Throughout the District, 

https://www.facebook.com/BerkleyCruisefest/?ref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/behindthebadge
http://www.berkleymich.org/


Hours of Operation 
 

City Hall offices are open M-F 

from 8:30AM to 5PM; closed 

from 1-2PM 

The Department of Public Works 

office is open M-F from 7:30AM 
to 3:30PM 

Berkley Historical 

Museum 

Something special is coming 

your way! In May, 

Berkley turned 85 

years old. The 

Berkley Historical 

Committee 

wanted to do 

something special 

to mark this 

event. We have 

prepared this 

memorial publication celebrating 

our past and looking towards 

the future. There are sixteen 

articles covering all aspects of 

our history. Some of the 

subjects covered include the 

histories of our schools, 

churches, VFW, the Berkley 

Theater, Roseland Park 
Cemetery and much more. 

There are scores of great 

pictures to enjoy. One of the 

best things about this 

publication is that a copy will be 

delivered to every home and 

business in our city - for free! 

We hope you enjoy reading it as 

much as we did preparing it.The 

Berkley Historical Museum does 

have a limited supply of extra 

copies for people who want 

another copy. 

 

The Berkley Historical Museum 

is located in Berkley's old Fire 

Hall at 3338 Coolidge Hwy. The 

Museum is open on Wednesdays 

from 10 AM - 1 PM and on 

Sundays from 2 PM - 4 PM.  

 

a first class Public Safety Department that 
benefits and protects us all. 

The Michigan Public Policy survey results for 

2016 were just published by the University of 

Michigan and the findings are no surprise. 

The relationship between state government in 

Lansing and local municipalities is strained. 

The study interviewed 1,315 leaders of local 

communities throughout the state and found 

that 49% of local government officials rate 

the relationship with the state as “fair or 

poor.” Seventy percent said the state is 

taking away too much authority from local 

officials. About two-thirds said the state holds 

local jurisdictions to higher standards than it 

has for itself; and nearly sixty percent felt the 

state favors some localities over others. 

Our volunteer Tree Board has an exciting and 

valuable tree planting program designed to 

ensure that Berkley continues to have tree 

lined streets. This beautiful feature of our city 

is in danger of ending unless a vigorous effort 

is mounted. The environmental and aesthetic 

benefits are well known. A variety of reasons 

and diseases converge to weaken our stock 

of trees, and inspired by the leadership of the 
Tree Board this trend can be reversed. 

The tried and true saying, “one generation 

plants the trees and another gets the shade,” 

is a valuable perspective. Residents are 

encouraged to place their orders with the 

Tree Board before the Dream Cruise 

celebration in August. The board has a list of 

recommended trees and, for those planted in 

the right of way, the city provides a subsidy. 

These trees range from small, medium, and 
large size. 

Last summer, direct accusations were made 

on live television by a few residents that 

criminal wrongdoing was occurring at city 

hall. Such serious charges against specific 

people made it necessary to call for an 

independent investigation by the Oakland 

County Sheriff’s Department. A total of 31 

individuals were interviewed in this thorough 

investigation. The long-awaited report 

confirmed that there was “no evidence to 

suggest that any public official has committed 

a violation of the criminal law.” No further 

action will be taken by the Sheriff’s 
Department. 

While 99% of the residents were not 
surprised by the findings, it is essential that 

businesses will host an 

artist or performer as well 

as offer beverages and 

snacks. Joel Levise, 

performance poet and 

instrumental guitarist, will 

be performing at the 
library. 

Adults 

Paying for College: MET 

and MESP 

Tuesday, June 6 at 6:30PM 

Saving for a child's college 

education is on the mind 

of many parents of young 

children, but many don't 

know where to begin or 

what options are available 

to them. The Michigan 

Education Trust (MET) and 

the Michigan Education 

Savings Program (MESP) 

will conduct an in-person 

presentation to help 

parents, grandparents and 

others learn more. To 

register, visit 

http://goo.gl/2oHwbP or 
call 248-658-3440. 

Irene Miller: Holocaust 

Survivor and Author 

Thursday, June 8 at 

6:30PM 

Irene Miller, Holocaust 

survivor, author, educator, 

and mediator will speak 

about her incredible life 

growing up in Poland, 

Siberia and Uzbekistan. 

Please join us to hear 

Irene reflect on her 

journey of perseverance 

and triumph. Her 

book Into No Man’s Land: 

A Historical Memoir will be 

available to purchase. To 

register, visit 

http://goo.gl/2oHwbP or 

call 248-658-3440. 

 

 



false and malicious charges are not allowed 

to slander the good name of decent people. 

Matters of opinion should be honestly and 

vigorously debated, but impugning the 

integrity of fellow residents and public 

servants demeans our great city’s reputation. 

Hopefully, this ugly episode is behind us; 

pervasive negativity and criticism is unhelpful 

in Washington, Lansing, or City Hall. 

Continued assault on the truth by a few 

residents for self-serving reasons must end. 

Berkley deserves better. On behalf of the 

residents, I’d like to thank Sheriff Bouchard 

and his staff, for their diligent work on this 
important matter for Berkley. 

June 18th is Father’s Day. This day on the 

calendar reminds us to celebrate fathers -- 

the men who made themselves role models 

because they understand their importance to 

child development. We continue to admire 

the dads who dedicate so much of their time 

coaching teams in every sport and extending 

themselves in a myriad of ways to contribute 

to children’s truthful and civil development. 

The responsibilities of fatherhood seem to 

elude some fathers and that deficit is often 

reflected in our society. We wish all fathers in 

our city a day of enjoyment with their 
family.  

 
 

 
 

City Manager's Office  

 
On May 31st I celebrated my 

one year anniversary as 

Berkley’s City Manager.  I 

would like to offer a heartfelt 

thank you to the residents of 

Berkley for their embrace over 

the last twelve months.  This has been a year 

of both ups and downs but I am proud to be 

in service of this community and look forward 

toward Berkley’s promising future.  

Chat with Matt 

Just a reminder that on Wednesday, June 

7th, I will be joined by Finance Director, 

Sabrina Lilla at our June Chat with Matt 

Session. This event will take place at 6PM in 

the City Council Chambers at City Hall, 3338 

Coolidge. Join us as we discuss the 

opportunities and challenges that face the 

Henry Ford: His 

Company and His Life 

Thursday, June 22 at 

6:30PM 

Learn how Henry Ford 

started the most 

successful early 

automotive company in 

the world. Hear about his 

life, his family, the positive 

and more controversial 

aspects of his strong 

personality, and some of 

the ways he changed the 

world. Presented by 

Russell Doré, automotive 

history writer and board 

member of the Henry Ford 

Heritage Association. To 

register, visit 

http://goo.gl/2oHwbP or 
call 248-658-3440. 

Berkley 

Library’s 

Summer of Folk: 

The Whiskey 

Charmers 

Tuesday, June 27 

at 7PM 

at Berkley First United 

Methodist Church (2820 

12 Mile Road in Berkley) 

The Whiskey Charmers is a 

Detroit-based roots band 

led by Carrie Shepard and 

Lawrence Daversa. The 

band's songs are filled with 

haunting melodies that tell 

stories of the open road, 

whiskey, and chasing a 

cure for incurable 

heartache. No registration 
needed. 

Origami Club at Berkley 

Library 

Monday, 

June 5 from 

5:30 - 

7:30PM 

If you're interested in 

origami or are a seasoned 

folder, join us to learn and 

explore with like-minded 

individuals. 



Berkley community and how the residents, 

city staff and elected officials can work 
together. 

 

Public Works 
 

Free, bagged yard waste pickup ends on May 

12.  From May 16 through September 29, 

residents will need 

to purchase yard waste 

stickers at $2 each.  These 

stickers can be purchased 

at the DPW, City Hall or 

Library.  Each sticker is 

good for one bag or can-one time use only 

and 50 lbs. limit each.   Leaves and grass 

may not be raked into the street until 

October 1. 

 

Brush pickup is on-going with the route 

started on Tuesdays and typically finished on 

Wednesdays.  In order to safely feed the 

chipper, tree limbs must be 

1"-4" in diameter and at 

least 4' long with cut ends 

facing one 

direction.  Smaller branches 

shall be placed in yard 

waste bags. 

 

Compost is available to residents. The 

stockpile is located just outside the DPW yard 

on Beverly between Bacon and Phillips.  

 

90 gallon trash toters (cans) can be 

purchased from the DPW for $60 each. These 

are wheeled cans with attached lids that are 

dumped mechanically by city refuse hauler. 

 

Tuesday, July 4 is a holiday for the City's 

refuse and recycling contractor. As a result, 

pickup that week will be delayed by one day 

(Tuesday moved to Wednesday and Friday 

moved to Saturday). 

 

SOCRRA will be making the transition from 

dual-stream recycling to mixed recycling 

starting in the summer of 2017.  This exciting 

change will make recycling easier for 

residents while increasing recycling 

rates.  Sample recycling toters are available 

for viewing at several city facilities with 

distribution to residents later this summer 

(July-September 2017). For more 

information, visit the DPW page on our 

website, www.berkleymich.org. 

 

Afternoon Book Club 

Tuesday, June 13 at 

12:30PM 

Dinner at the Homesick 
Restaurant by Anne Tyler 

Berkley Reading 

Society  

Thursday, June 15 at 

6:30PM 

The Undertaking by 

Thomas Lynch 

Teens 

Study Break with a Dog 

Monday, June 12 from 

3:30 - 4:30PM 

Take a break from 

studying for finals with 

Draper the therapy dog at 

the library. Use this study 

break hang-out to unwind 

and recharge! Snacks will 
be available, too! 

Youth 

Storytim

e in the 

Park 

Tuesday, 

June 6 from 10 - 11AM at 

Tot Lot Park 

Change up your reading 

routine with the Berkley 

Public Library and Parks & 

Recreation. Hear a story 

with library staff and enjoy 

a physical activity. Parents 

and others are asked to 

remain at the park during 

programs. No registration 

needed. 

4th Wall Theater 

Tuesday, June 27, 2PM 

Have fun singing, dancing, 

and acting at this theater 

workshop, and even 

perform a mini-play! 4th 

Wall Theater designs their 

programs in a way that is 

welcoming to children with 
special needs.  



The DPW will be taking orders 

soon for the Fall 2017 

Tree Planting 

Program.  Residents shall have 

their order placed and paid no 

later than August 19, 2017. 

 

Any questions on the above, please call the 

Berkley DPW at 248-658-3490.  

 

We encourage all residents to sign up for 

Berkley email updates. In addition to  

receiving the monthly City newsletter, 

residents will be sent alerts related to water 

main breaks, road construction and snow  

removal. Homeowners can sign up online by 

visiting the city’s website. 

 

 
 

Parks & Recreation 

Special Events 

Community Garage Sale 

Friday & Saturday, June 23 & 24  

Call Berkley Parks & Rec for more 
info: 248.658.3470 

SummerFest 

Tot Lot Night 

Wednesday, June 21, 5:30-

7:30PM 
Cost: Free 

Storytime in the Park 

Tuesday, June 6th, 10 - 11AM, Tot Lot 

Cost: Free  

Senior Programs 

Lunch Outing - Cracker Barrel 

Tuesday, June 23, 10:45AM 

Call Berkley Parks & Rec for more info: 
248.658.3470. 

Adult Programs 

Yoga in the Park  

Wednesday, June 21st, 7-8PM 

6 weeks, Jaycee Park  

Cost: $43 resident $48 non-resident 
 

Registration opens on June 

19. To register, visit 

http://goo.gl/2oHwbP or 
call 248-658-3440. 

Swim Safety With 

Bubbles 

Thursday, 

June 29, at 

10:30AM 

Enjoy a 

storytime 

about 

swimming and 

a special visit from 

Bubbles, the Goldfish 

Swim School mascot, who 

will teach children about 

water safety. Each child 

will receive a goodie bag 

from Goldfish Swim 

School. Registration opens 

on June 19. To register, 

visit http://goo.gl/2oHwbP 
or call 248-658-3440. 

Library Hours: 

 Mon-Thurs: 10 AM - 

8 PM 

 Fri: 10 AM - 6 PM 

 Sat: 10 AM - 3 PM 

 Sun: Closed 
For more information, call 

248-658-3440, 
visit:  http://www.berkley.lib.
mi.us/index.shtml or find us 
on Facebook. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Zumba 

Summer Zumba sessions begin in June at the 

Community Center 

Call Berkley Parks & Rec for more info: 
248.658.3470. 

Adult Tennis Classes 

Summer 1- tennis sessions 

begin in June. Beginner, 

intermediate, cardio, in house 

leagues, and Sunday Swingers 

are available. 

Call Berkley Parks & Rec for more info: 
248.658.3470. 

Youth Programs 

June Specialty Camps 

 Boys basketball- June 19-23 (Grades 

3-8 in the Fall) 

 Girls basketball- June 19-23 (Grades 

3-8 in the Fall) 

 Jump-A-Rama Cheer/Gymnastics- 

June 26-30 (Ages 4 & Up) 

 Skyhawks Soccer- June 19-23 (Ages 

5-11)  

Call Berkley Parks & Rec for more info: 
248.658.3470. 
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